OR 
| vor 


Baudh Undated Grant of Ranabhafijadeva 


BY 
A.C. Banerji, M.A., Calcutta. 


(Reprinted from the Journal of the Bihar and Orissa 
Research Society, Vol. XX, Pt. H, 1934.) 


PATNA 
1934 


OR 
| vor 


Baudh Undated Grant of Ranabhafijadeva 


BY 
A.C. Banerji, M.A., Calcutta. 


(Reprinted from the Journal of the Bihar and Orissa 
Research Society, Vol. XX, Pt. H, 1934.) 


PATNA 
1934 


ae aS Pian ee | yk 
foto inti go Me Joufoere at ra hrs Bae, 


a 
Cotte, tay the box fis? 
7 mes 





Baudh Undated Grant of Ranabhafijadeva® 2 : 


By A. C. Banerji, M.A., Calcutta. 


Four sets of ancient copper plate grants were handed over 
to the late Mr. R. D. Banerji by Pandit Tarakesvar Gangoly 
of the Mayurbhaij State, for decipherment. Out of these four, 
three were charters of Bhafija dynasty, and the fourth was a 
charter of Devanandadeva. All of them were noticed by the 
late scholar in his History of Orissa Vol. 1; but on account 
of his sudden death, and continued ill-health prior to that 
event, he was able to decipher only one record. Before the 
mafuscript could be sent to the Press, the grant was published 
by Mr, Binayak Misra.’ I] am now editing one of these grants 
with the permission of Mr. Paramananda Acharya, State 
Archeologist, Mayurbhafij. My thanks are also due to 
Pandit Gangoly for securing me the necessary permission. 

The grant in question was discovered in the little state of 
Baudh in Orissa, but the exact find spot is not known to me. It 
consists of three copper plates, held together by means of a 
thick ring of copper, which passes through a round hole 
cn the left side of each plate. A copper seal oval in shape, 
measuring 2” in the major axis and 1)4” in the minor axis is 
soldered to the ring.? The writing covers two sides of one 
plate and one side of two plates. The inscription on the seal 
reads Sri-Ranabhafijadevasya. Above the name is a crescent 
and below it a Bull walking to left. It seems to me that the 
third plate of this charter was not a part of the original grant 
as no connection can be established between lines 29 and 30. 

The inscription on the first plate begins with the usual 
phrases sambhdra-kdla-hutabhug-vikarala etc. Silabhafija is 
mentioned in line 6, Satrubhafija in line 10, and the donor 


1 JBORS., vol. xvii, pp. 104-18, 
2 fam indebted to Mr. Acharya for these details. 
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in line [9. Therefore in this grant we have the following 
chronology :— 

[Silabhatja 

Satrubhafija 


Ranabhafija 

Paramavaisnavo......... Bhaiij-amala-kula-tilaka samdadhi- 
gata-pafica-mahasabdo — mahasamanta-vandita  Stambhegvari 
labdha-vara-prasado, Ranakah. 

It is therefore apparent that this grant belongs to Rana- 
bhafija J, and not Ranabhajija II.’ In the Baudh grant of the 
54th regnal year of this king, he is described as a Maharaja, 
hence we may conclude from the preamble of this grant that 
it was issued in the earlier part of the donor's reign. 

The object of the charter was to! grant the village of 
AMVASARI in the mandala of Khifjali to a brahmana named 
Devahara son of Kachila, and grandson of Bhattaputra Kegava 
who had emigrated from Madhyadeéa and settled at a village 
called Mahigipadraka. The donee belonged to the Kanva gotra, 
Aévalayana gakha, the Vahbhricha charana. The village 
granted was in the neighbourhood of Sivarakhanda in the 
Dakshinapali sub-division. 

The grant was written by Padmanabha son of Vanika 
Pandi who was an inhabitant of Gandhatapati. This Pandi 
and his sons seems to have been entrusted with inscribing royal 
charters, by the Bhaiija kings of Khifjali mandala. A son of 
Pandi named Sivanaga is mentioned in the Sonpur plates of 
Satrubhadja.? Padmanabha, who inscribed this grant, was 
also responsible for Sitgara plates of the 9th regnal year of the 
king. 

The language of the grant is very incorrect Sanskrit, and 
the mistakes made by the scribe are numerous. | have 
indicated the metres of the portion written in verses, but the 
composer seems to! have very little idea of prosody, and many 


1 JBORS., vol. xiv, pp. 114-26. R. D. Banerji, History of Orissa 
vol. i, p. 170, Calcutta, 1930. 
2 EL, vol. xvii, p. 200. 
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stanzas have been left incomplete. The characters of the grants 
is similar to that of other records of this king. I am inclined 
to place this record after the Baudh grant of the 28th regnal 
year of the king. 

Regarding ORTHOGRAPHY we have to ncte that ta has 
been, doubled whenever it has been used before ra (cf. 
Gtapattram line 5; and samatiraya in line 9). The village of 
Gandhatapati seems to be the modern village of Gandharadi 
in the Baudh state. I am unable to identify other place 
names.” 

The plates are now kept in the Museum of Archzeology 
at Baripada, the chief town of Mayurbhaij State. 


TEXT* 
FIRST PLATE: FIRST SIDE 


1. Om? svastih® || Sambara*-kala-hutabhug-vikarala- 
ghorah |° sambhranta-kinkara-kri- 

2. tanta-nitanta-bhinnam| bhinn-andhak-dsura-mahagah- 
an-Atapattras®[|*]tad=bhairavam Hara-va- 

3. purbha[va*]tah prapatu]*[]||*]Durvvara*-varana-rana- 
pratipaksha-[paksha*]-Lakshmih |* hatha-grahana-su 

4. praérita’ pratapa[h*]| Bhafija naradhipatayo v(b)ahav 
(b)o v(b)abhiir-udbhutaye-tra® |* bhuya" bhu(a) 

5, ri-sahasra-samkhyah[ !! *]* Stesham’® kule sakala bhu- 
tala (bhiitala)-pada(la)-mauli |* 

6. mal-archchit-anghri-yu[ga*]!o valava[n*] nripo= 


tah’’ || Sri-Silabhafija-devah 


* Edited from the original plates. 

1 B. Misra, Medieval Dynasties of Orissa, p. 46, no. 10; Calcutta, 1933. 
2 Expressed by a symbol. 

3 read svasti. 4 Metre: Vasantatilaka. 
5 The punctuation or visarga is superfluous. 

6 read atapattram. 7 ead supraprasrita. 

8 read bahavo-bahaivur = udbhitaye=ttra. 

9 read bhuvi. 10 read Tesham. 

1 


The other grants have bhut. 
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7. prakagah’ paurusha-ragmi-chakra-nirdarit-a[ri*] hri- 
dayo=sya pita nripasya | [||*] Gambhi-? 

8. ryena payonidhih sthirataya bhimir-vvalen=anilas- 
tejobhir-jvalanor-yamam’* 

9. samatraya* gubhai-’ yagobhih Sasi atma-sarvva-jagan- 
manah sthitatvaya‘da 

10.  tt-dvakaéo viyat’ |)? Sri-Satrubhafija ity = atula-dhi[h*] 
[\l*] Tasy =atmajah svayambhu-vat | [|{*] 


SECOND PLATE: FIRST SIDE. 


Il. Anye-nya-madamina-militah* samuddhata-nripa- 
chakra chaturanga-v(b)ala-kshobhah’ | 

12. chalita-dhara-mandala’’ gaja-turaga-kshura-nirdarana 
prasarad-atulah"' |’* dhuli-vi- 

13. tana-samchhanna-jany-angana”’  gajaskandha-vedika 
svayamvar-ayata [|*] parinata’* 

14. jaya-lakshmih |!2  samAnandita-paurjana-manaégah'* 
érimad-Bhafija-bhupatik pura[d*] =Dhri- 

15. ti-pura-namnah |[]||*] Sarad-amala-dhavala-kara-yasah- 
patala-dhavalita 

16. dig-vadano [{|*] Anavarata-pravrittah |'? sanmana’® 
da(da)n-anandita-sakala-ja- 

17. no andaja-vaméa-prabhavah | — Paramavaishnavo- 


mata-pitri-pad-anudhyato 


read prakatah. 2 Metre: Sardulvikridita. 
read yamam. 4 read samataya. 
read éubhrair. 6 read sthitafaya. 


read viyat-jatah. 

read Any-onya-mardamana milita. 

read kshobha. 

read mandalo. ll read atula-dhuli, 
12 the punctuation is superfluous. 

13 read samchhanna-jany-Gigano. 14 read parinita. 
15 read paurajana-manasah. 

16 read ‘anavarata-pravritta-sanmana, 


Srearvgv- 






FIRST PLATE: FIRST SIDE 
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SECOND PLATE FIRST SIDE 
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18. Bhafij-amala-kula-tilakah’|* samadigatah?-paiichama- 
ha-gabdah(abdo) mahasa- 

19. manta-vandita StambheSvari-lavdha-vara-prasadah® 
Ranaka[h*] sri-RANABHANJA 

20. “deva-kugali| Ih=aiva KHINJALI-mandale  bha- 


vishyad-raja-rajanak-a 


SECOND PLATE : SECOND SIDE. 


21. ntaranga-kum4arahmatta* mahasamanta-brahmana- 
pradhanann-anys-cha’-dandapa[$*]i 

22. ka chata-bhata-vallabha-jatiyan | yatharhim(arham) 
manayati bodhayati samandiéa- 

23. yati® ch-anyat | sarvvatah givam=asmakam viditam- 
astu bhavatamh’ || Dakshina 

24. pali-Sivarakhanda-pratibaddha ||* Amvasari-gramas- 
chatu[h*] $i(si)ma-paryanta 

25. nidh-aupanidhi sahitam’ || Visubha—’’samkrantau 
mata-pitror = atmana$g = cha 

26, puny(ny)-abhi-vridh(ddh)aye salila-dhara-puragvarena'! 
vidhinah’ vidhi-vi 

27, dhanena sa-vidh-oyam tamvra-Sasanam pradatah’? || 
Kanva-gotraya Angirasa 

28. Ajamilha-“kanva triydrisaya’‘-pravaraya Aélayana’® 
-sakhaya | Vabhrija (Vahvricha) 


read _tilaka. 2 read samadhigata. 
read prasado. 4 read kumaramatya, 
read brahmana-pradhanan-anyamé=cha. 

read samadigayati. 

The visarga is superfluous. 


arn arunn— 


The punctuation is superfluous, 

9 read nidhye-upanidhi-sahite. 

10 read Vishubha. 

1] read purahsarena. 12 read pradaita. 
13° read Ajamidha-kanva. 14 read try-arsheya. 
15 read Aévalayana-sakhaya. 
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29. charanya’ Madhyadeéa-vinirgata(aya)-Mahishipadraka- 
vastavya-Bhataputra-Ka- 

30. chila-suta-Keshava-naptrine? Bhat[t*]aputra-DEVA- 
HARASYA;’ pradatah‘ || 


THIRD PLATE : FIRST SIDE. 


31.  J(Y)asya-j(y)asya yada bhumi[s*] tasya-tasya-tada 
phalam | Harate-haryate bhiimi[m*] ma- 

32. nda-budhi(ddhis)=tamavrita[h*] || Tatakanam éa(sa)- 
hasrani ch-Aévamedha-sa(a)tani cha Goghna 

33. sa($a)ta-sahasrena bhiimi-hatra(rta}) na sudhyati* || 
Sva-datam’® para-datam-*va yo harati-va- 

34. sundharam éa(sa) vishthayam-krimir-bhutva pitribhih 
(bhi) saha pachyate || Bhiimim-yah pratigri- 

35. hhn(n)ati bhimim yah prayachchhati [|*] ubhau-tau 
punya karmanau niyatau(m) sva- 

36. rga-gaminau || [A*]sphotayanti pitarah vaglayanti® 
pitamaha[h*] [|*] bhami- 

37. data-kule-jata[h*]’ sa-mah*-strata’ bhavisyati || Arddh-a 
(a)agulena-si(si) mayam-harane 

38. ma-pranasya(Sya)ti-sa-vadhau’’ Varunai [h*] pasa (Sa)- 
air-tiryag-yonishu jayate || Yath=apsu 

39. patitam Syakras'’-taila-v(b)indu[r*}-visarpati[|*]evam 
bhiimi kritam danam sahsye«sasye’* praro- 


40. hati ]| Sri-Gandhata-patya-vastavya-Vanika-Pandi 
suta-PADMANABHENA likhita- 
41. m-itih ll Oo fi 


read charandya. 2 read Keégava-napire. 


1 

3 read Devaharaya. 4 read pradatia. 
5 read éuddhati. 6 read dattam. 
7 read pravalgayanti. 8 read me 

9 read trata. 10 read baddho. 
i 


read Sakra-taila etc. 12 read sasye. 


